
 
 

 
Call for Research Proposals 

 
Inclusive Education Policy Fellowship Initiative 

 
Open Society Foundations - Armenia within the framework of its “National Education” program 
announces call for individual research grant applications. The goal of the call is to support 
implementation of independent and highly professional research in the field of inclusive education, 
which will promote transparent and effective implementation of education reforms in this field. 
Researches will help IE policy developers and implementers to have more realistic assessment of the 
existing situation in inclusive education field and use collected data for designing the future 
directions of the reforms in this field, as well as to identify the possible impact on the reform 
process.  
 
Background and Context 

 
In order to support the ongoing education reform, affordability and access to quality education, 
designed for the most vulnerable groups Open Society Foundations – Armenia in 2013 competitively 
conducted a survey of the research that was directed at reviewing the ongoing reform process in the 
field of implementation of inclusive education in Armenia1. The research identified that despite 
numerous achievements in implementation of IE in Armenia; still there are a number of problems 
and issues that require further intervention. The research results indicated that currently there are 
some sub-topics that require more detailed and deep research and analysis. With an aim to support 
deep and comprehensive policy research of these sub-topics the Foundation announces this call for 
policy research applications. Sub-topics and detailed research questions are provided below.  
 
Proposed Policy Research Areas 
 
OSF-Armenia is seeking for the policy research proposals on the topics listed below in Armenian 
context: 
 

 Professional teaching resources and capacities of inclusive schools (IS) 

Applicants are expected to submit proposals that cover policy analysis of legal aspects regulating the 
role and responsibilities of multidisciplinary team and its members; existing national and 
international standards related to multidisciplinary team composition, role and responsibility for 
effective implementation of inclusive education; existing structure and content of in-service trainings 
and coaching for members of multidisciplinary teams and subject teachers and their impact on the 
efficiency of implementation of inclusive education. As an outcome of policy research it is expected 
that the gaps in national legislation and practice will be identified and policy alternative solutions will 
be provide based on the existing international inclusive education (IE) standards. 
 

 Inclusive education funding  

Applicants are expected to submit proposals that cover comprehensive analysis of existing models 
and mechanisms of IE funding in Armenia and their rationale, as well as the extent to which existing 
funding mechanisms support and promote the quality of IE services in IS of Armenia. Research 
should analyze also existing international models of IE funding and the ratio and possibility of their 
                                                 
1 In early 2000s as a part of educational reforms inclusive education (IE) was declared as priority by the 
Government of RA. In June 2005 the Law on Education of Persons with Special Education Needs was passed, the 
Government of Armenia adopted the concept of IE and it was included in the draft Education Development 
National Program for 2008-2015. In 2012 the Ministry of Education and Science came up with an initiative to 
shift from inclusive and non-inclusive school division towards inclusion for all. According to the Ministry of 
Education and Science of RA by 2022 all mainstream schools should become inclusive and provide education 
services to children with special educational needs. 



replication in Armenia. It is expected that as an outcome of the policy research applicants will 
provide alternative solutions for IE funding mechanisms in towards overall inclusiveness in 2022. 
 

 Stereotyped perceptions of inclusive education and children with special educational needs 

Submitted proposals are expected to cover the analysis of state policies and practices addressing 
socio-cultural context and socio-psychological environment of the inclusive schools with the focus on 
the stereotypes and perceptions among students, teachers and parents of children with and without 
special educational needs (SEN), as well as the extent to which the policies and practices are 
adequate to the existing factual needs. Analysis should cover how the in-service teachers’ trainings 
address the issue of overcoming the stereotypes and perceptions among subject teachers. In the 
scope of policy research it is expected also that applicants will examine how school policies 
supportive to raising parents’ and students’ awareness about the aim, objectives and 
implementation of the IE in schools. As an outcome it is expected that policy alternative solutions for 
breaking the stereotypes and overcoming the negative perceptions about the inclusive education 
among students, teachers and parents of children with and without SEN will be provided. 
 
 
Applicants are invited to submit proposals on the one or combination of proposed policy research 
topics. 
 
Eligibility  
 
The fellowship program is open for civil society representatives, university faculty, policy 
researchers, analysts, and advisers. Minimum master degree in Political Science, Public 
Administration, Law, Economics, International Relations or related field is required. Experience in 
policy formulation and analysis, advocacy, and implementation is desirable. Strong and proven 
research writing and methodological skills are highly desirable. Knowledge of English and Armenian 
is required. Availability of the fellows to devote significant time to the fellowship is a must.   
 
Application Procedures 
 
Applicants are expected to fill in the policy research proposal form (see attached) outlining the 
following: problem description, and research justification, research question/s, policy options and 
argumentation methodology of research, as well as an elaborate advocacy strategy.  The proposal 
should include itemized budget, which can cover such expenses as fieldwork, honorarium, travel 
costs, and other necessary expenses.  The budget for each fellowship should not exceed $4000. To 
be considered, interested applicants must also submit the resume with a full list of publications, 
copies of previous research work carried out by the applicant(s). The research proposals should be 
submitted in English; the research itself is conducted in Armenian and shall have a policy brief in 
English. Research can be conducted either by individuals or groups.  
 
Fellowship expectations and work product 
 
It is expected that the fellows will produce policy papers and briefs based on those papers within the 
constraints of the 10,000 word limit with concrete recommendations in their respective areas.  In 
addition to the research report specifying clear policy recommendations and options, the fellows may 
produce a variety of work products, including publications such as books, reports, and innovative 
public-education projects. Fellows may also engage in activities such as hosting panel discussions, 
travelling to conferences, participating in policy debates, and promoting their ideas in public venues.  
Produced policy research papers will be used by OSF, other donors, NGOs, government agencies and 
policy makers to devise interventions to ensure more effective and targeted implementation of 
inclusive education policy in Armenia. 
 
Timeframe 
 
All researches should start no later than January 1, 2014 and have duration of up to 6 months. 
 
Application submission 



 
Selected candidates should submit fellowship proposals and supporting materials to OSF-Armenia 
via register@osi.am by 17.00, December 12, 2013. Electronic submission of application is a must, 
while additional, not required hard copies are also being accepted by the address: 7/1 Tumanyan 
str., 2nd cul-de-sac. For questions and additional information you can contact Lilit Nazaryan via tel. 
53-38-62; 53-67-58 or email: nlilit@osi.am 
 
Application Checklist 
 
 Filled in policy research proposal form (see attached) (required). 

 Resume, listing previous publications and relevant research experience (required). 

 Sample of relevant previous work (optional) 
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Proposal 
 

This application form is designed to simplify the research proposal submission process and offer 
specific framework for proposal submission and evaluation. It highlights some of the key sections 
that a robust policy research proposal shall contain. Each section needs to be carefully addressed. 
Word limits are not meant as rigid rules but are expected to be taken into account. Preciseness, 
concision, clarity and clear cut scope are seen as an advantage of a potentially successful proposal. 
   
Policy Research Project’s Title and Abstract 
Brief overview of your proposal: What do you intend to examine? What is the motivation /reason for 
your study? What is the current reform relevance? What are the questions you seek to answer and 
the existing policy(s)/policy alternative(s) that your paper will argue for? (250-300 words) 
 
Problem description and research justification 
Discuss the current state of the art in your proposed field of study, research/publications/policy 
alternatives in the field of your planned research, indicating the novelty of your project and its 
anticipated contribution to the field. (1000-1200 words) 
 
Research questions 
What puzzle are you trying to solve? (80-100 words) 
 
Policy options and argumentation 
In response to your research question, what is your preferred/suggested policy option/alternative 
Why do you think your preferred/suggested policy option/alternative is more effective? Hypothesize 
on that. (1000-1200 words) 
 
Methodology 
Please describe your research methodology. Be as concise as possible. Outline potential obstacles 
and show how you'll overcome those (maximum 1000 words). 
 
Deliverables 
Please describe your research outputs i.e. policy papers, briefs, infographics, presentations and 
debates, audio visual materials etc. (80-100 words) 
 
Advocacy Strategy 
Describe beyond the typical research presentations, how can you envisage making an impact? What 
resources and tools could you develop to disseminate your policy paper, and how will it be useful to 
the targeted communities? How would you disseminate them? What are the risk factors associated 
with the implementation of your advocacy strategy? Describe the list of target policy-makers and 
policy-implementers that you intend to contact and (500-700 words).  
 
Project Timetable  
Provide the timeframe for the planned project and the key activities. Please note that maximum 
duration of projects is six months. 
 
Budget 
Please list all the costs in an itemized budget table below. Note that the budget shall not exceed 
4000 USD. 


